Possession
and no one pays any attention: when the tanbura stops and
the men sit down, someone goes up to him, puts his feet
together, his arms over his chest, massages him from
shoulder to thigh with one strong movement and slaps
him hard: and eventually he wakes up and leans against
the wall in a dazed sort of way.
They rest now, and another man takes the girdle of
hooves and the camel stick, which he kisses, and then
stands up to perform. A few drums help him, but the
big drum which the negroes loved to beat about
the streets on their way has been suppressed, I am
surprised to see a few Persians among the dancers,
poor people possessed by Jinn or by disease, whom,
the tanbura has cured: they have to pay heavily,
and then come and dance out their gratitude in this
unorthodox manner. Haila, my maid, who goes to
these gatherings, tells me that the tanbura " calls the Jinns
and can command them*': the man who plays it uses it
as the conductor his stick, pointing it to one part or other
of the circle where enthusiasm shows signs of .fatigue; and
as he points it the excitement grows. ** And sometimes/*
says Haila, *e a man, or even a woman, gets seized by the
Jinn and they will throw off their clothes, and we do not
augh but (putting her fingers to her lips) we say * thanks
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